Thallium-technetium subtraction scintigraphy as an aid to parathyroid surgery.
We describe the application of thallium-technetium subtraction scintigraphy in nine patients with failed previous parathyroid surgery or with tertiary hyperparathyroidism due to chronic renal failure. The technique successfully located all adenomas, but only 45% of hyperplastic glands. The series included three abnormal glands located retrosternally. The technique appeared to be more useful in patients with primary hyperparathyroidism than in tertiary hyperparathyroidism, possibly related to differences in gland mass. We conclude that this method of scintigraphy is a valuable adjunct to the management of patients with parathyroid disorders, particularly those requiring revision surgery.